
Know ing  t h e  d i f f e r ence  be tween  awa rd s ,  ce r t i f i c a t e s ,  and  deg rees  i s  one  o f  t h e  mos t
d i f f i c u l t  obs t ac l e s  f o r  l e a r ne r s  o f  any  age .  They  may  sound  s im i l a r  as  i f  t h ey  migh t  be
used  a l t e r na t e l y ,  bu t  t h ey  bo th  r e f e r  t o  a  s y s t em  f o r  a r r ang i ng  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  you ' l l  need
to  know  be fo r e  en ro l l i ng  i n  a  ce r t a i n  cou r se .

To  he l p  you  unde r s t and  t h e  d i f f e r ences ,  we 've  pu t  t oge t he r  a  comp rehens i ve
e xp l ana t i on  o f  awa rd s ,  ce r t i f i c a t e s ,  and  d ip l omas ,  exp l a i n i ng  wha t  t h ey  imp l y  and  how
they  may  impac t  you r  d i s t ance  l e a r n i ng  expe r i ence .

W h a t  i s  a n  A w a r d  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n ?

W h a t  i s  a  C e r t i f i c a t e  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n ?

Awa rds  a r e  t h e  ' sho r t e s t '  o r  ' sma l l e s t '  c r eden t i a l s  ava i l ab l e  i n  t e rms  o f  t h e  numbe r  o f  t r a i n i ng  hou r s

r equ i r ed .  Any  qua l i f i c a t i on  t h a t  t a ke s  up  t o  130  hou r s  t o  accomp l i s h  and  i s  wo r t h  up  t o  13  c r ed i t s  i s

c l a s s i f i ed  as  an  Awa rd .  I f  you  haven ' t  unde r s t ood  i t  ye t ,  one  c r ed i t  i s  abou t  equa l  t o  10  hou r s  o f

l e a r n i ng .

We  hea r  you r  ques t i on ,  "Wha t  a r e  c r ed i t s ? "  The  Regu l a t ed  Qua l i f i c a t i on  F r amewo r k  (RQF )  i s  a

f r amewo r k  f o r  i n de x i ng  qua l i f i c a t i on s  based  on  t h e i r  s i z e  and  l e ve l .  Cons i de r  t h e  RQF  as  a  l i b r a r y ,

w i t h  each  qua l i f i c a t i on ' s  va l ue ,  con t en t ,  and  pu rpose  me t i cu l ous l y  ca t a l ogued .  More  i n f o rma t i on  on

the  RQF  can  be  f ound  he re .

Awa rd s  have  t h e  sma l l e s t  amoun t  o f  modu l e s  because  t h ey  a r e  t h e  sho r t e s t  f o rm  o f  a  cou r se .  The

To t a l  Qua l i f i c a t i on  T ime  (TQT )  and  Gu ided  Lea rn i ng  Hou r s  (GLH )  –  t h e  numbe r  o f  hou r s  spen t  be i ng

t augh t  o r  supe r v i s ed  as  pa r t  o f  a  l e a r n i ng  p rog r amme  –  a r e  ca l cu l a t ed  us i ng  modu l e s .

Ce r t i f i c a t e s  a r e  t h e  ne x t  l e v e l  o f  qu a l i f i c a t i o n  a f t e r  Awa r d s .  TQT  a nd  GLH  r e q u i r emen t s  v a r y  w i d e l y ,

w i t h  s ome  Ce r t i f i c a t e s  r e q u i r i n g  on l y  130  hou r s  (13  c r e d i t s )  a nd  o t h e r s  r e q u i r i n g  up  t o  370  hou r s  (37

c r e d i t s ) .

Ce r t i f i c a t e s  a r e  f r e q u en t l y  s e e n  a s  a  h app y  med i um  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  f i e l d .  The y  p r o v i d e  e x t e n s i v e

c ou r s e  con t e n t  t o  he l p  y o u  mas t e r  a  c e r t a i n  f i e l d  o f  s t u d y ,  a s  we l l  a s  a l l  t h e  k now l e dge  y o u ' l l

n e e d  t o  f u r t h e r  y o u r  j o b  o r  pu r s u e  add i t i o n a l  educ a t i o n .

W h a t  i s  a  D i p l o m a  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n ?

D i p l oma s  a r e  t h e  l o n g e s t  a nd  mos t  comp r e h en s i v e  c r e d en t i a l s  po s s i b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  RQF ' s

l im i t a t i o n s .  The y  t y p i c a l l y  t a k e  abou t  370  hou r s  o f  t r a i n i n g  t o  comp l e t e ,  wh i c h  equ a t e s  t o  37  RQF

c r e d i t s .

D i p l oma s  p r o v i d e  comp r e h en s i v e  co v e r a g e  o f  t h e  cho s e n  s u b j e c t  a r e a ,  a s  we l l  a s  de t a i l e d

t r a i n i n g  t o  he l p  y o u  de v e l o p  y o u r  ab i l i t i e s  t o  t h e i r  f u l l  po t e n t i a l .  D i p l oma s  a r e  i n -dep t h  a nd  h a r d

f o r  l e a r n e r s  o f  a l l  ag e s ,  bu t  t h e y  do  p r o v i d e  ad v a n c ed  s k i l l s  a nd  i n f o rma t i o n  t o  a s s i s t  pu s h  a nd

p r o p e l  y o u r  c a r e e r  f o rw a r d .
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